> (1) 
The True Copy: of gI-9n "102! 


"PETITION. 


Prefenced] in EP wh 'To DE: 


whoare of the REFORM! 2D ns 6 
whoſe CHURCHES have been Taken from 
them, and Demoliſhed. 


And fince That, 


Have Aſſembled in the Open Fields, bur aftex; PRAYER 
PREACHING , and-Receiving of the HOLY SACRAMENT, 
Return'd in all peaceable” wahoer to their reſpettive Habitarions, 


AY ranſlated- from the French Printed Copy by a fare Hand , and 
Re-Printed at London by G.C. Anno Dor. 1683. 
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70 THE KING. 


- SIR, 


O UR moſt humble Subjefts of the. Proteſtant Religion, not 
7 having power to refiſt the Motions of their Conſciences, are 


| conſtrained to Aſſemble Together , to call upon the rag 
Name of God, and fing.his Praifes 3 and by this Religious Ati 

expole themſelves to all the Violences and Rigour which a too = 
Zeal can infuſe into the Breaſts of your Officers. And becauſe God 
hath eſtabliſhed your Majeſty for their Monarch, they are obliged to 
juſtifie their Proceedings and Behaviour before your: Majeſty » with all 


the Humility they are capable of. 
EEE : Theſe 


&yput M 
' Cf yeady wit 


(2) 
Theſe Aſſemblies, SIR, do no way hurt or wound that Fidelity 


which your Petitioners owe your Majeſty 3 They are ll accorded to 


ſacrifice their - Fortunes andtheir,Lryeg tbr your Service. The very 
ſame Religion which conſtrains them to Aſſemble together to_cele- 


brage t Pence dF teaches hem” that they: cay never Uiſpenſe, 


under fhy. Prſtence jwhafever, With that Allegiance jrhich is-due to 
yoofMapſty%. Noe hasour Mpjelty aty need_to publiſh: your ecla- 


rations to-enforce them to embrace a Maxim lo certain, and ſo weil 


grounded upcy) Chr tanuy, It) remaing then, #þat your Pet:- 
tioners infil-epon thinks Br what is dnlydue”t6 odz. for as to 


what Tris rl their. paſt Bghawour gives teſtimony;cot 
a | ; 


the realit urity cf gheyrdatkntiqng-gnd may pv a ſeeyfity 
put ff fors t pre: 000 nord youp Bcti als 
their Blood-to ſign the Oath of their Allegiance, As 
to-what concerns their Duty towgrds God, your Majcity hath ſo much 
Picty to take it amiſs, that they rendgr to that greazGgd hat, Worſhip 
&qJAdbry q I all oy x 26 SIUIALE 
'our Majclly wi ve th neloyetiect upoy their Behayiour 3 
god R WW Haro) TIT to 1 WAkir Prety hxpo- 
es them 3 aJyd-hat perþaps you wilt egyend your: Ipdignatican! againſt 
REAR AGE 6 Rr Ole Kg fevere Decrces tf De- 
clarations againſt them, and yet wo &r frdqvolke your Wrath 
againſt Subjetts ſo faithful, and Seo tallokam Ur IOPrS 29ur 

.Your Suppliants, SIR, are pertuadeq-j4hax God has not ſent them into 


this World, byt to. glorifie him, and they will rather chooſe. tg. laſe 


that Lives/ a thouſand times; than fait of "their Dury To holy and indil- 
penltble, 77.2 5 ef? : 2021] tt. .VU7-1 1217 
It'is in your Majeſties power to depzive-them of all the Adyantapes 
of this World, $6 allo to doom to utter Deſtruftion : Theyare-ready 
for to ſacrifice all, to ſuffer all Miſeries at your Majeſties Pleaſure. But 
it 21ay be, when-your Majeſty tha} confider, That your Petitioners do 
not give way tothe 1/3/t Raithfal of yeur Subjetts* [B3cb all the World 
confeſſes \ wtheip,Daties to God, your Majeſty will mordo-rhat Inju- 
ry_to his Glory and to his Goodaels,as to-deftroy a People; fornoothes 


reaſon meriting yaur Indignation. 


# F*+ © 


delity.apd Obedi Yoes your Petitioners would inviolably ſtand by their 

nd with' pleaſure ſpend the laſt drop of Blood in Jus - 
But their Unhappineſs is fo great, that The Declargtions put forth 
aganft them; 't6'the prejudice. of ſo many Edits and Necrees made by 
your Majefty, andthe Kings your Predeceltors, appearto them incun- 
nvible" With" th6" Commands of the great Creator of Heaven and 


Eaith.. py 


For 


JMI 


OE C3) 

For God hath ordained them' to inſtrut their Children and their 
Families, and to declare unto them the Word of Life. - He al pro- 
nounces his dreadful Anathema's'againſt then who ſhut the” Gates of 
Heaven-againſt thoſe,' to whoth he freely opens them. He commands 
them to offer to him Hymns and fpiritual Shape Nevertheleſs, SIR! 
thoſ&Declaratiohs that have been- ſurreptitibuſly obtained®againſt us, 
—_— -us to (ing thePfalms of 'David, which Jo containithe Praiſes of 
God. Ws 
In ſhort, SIR; 'Itisthe pleafure of God that! we ſhould 'Aﬀemble to- 
gether: tn-his Name t6 Tender him the ſolemn Adoration-and Honour 
which is due to' him, Nevertheleſs, SIR;:thofe Declarations which 
yout Petitioners Enemies have obtained againf# tis-by: repeated Surpri- 
zes,' forbid themco Memble together, to render to thatgrearGod the 
fervie@which is due'ts him,- + - e004 "LS "> 

Diring this Inability of your Petitioners, ' to” reconcile the Will of 
God towhat-is exated from them, they fitidthemfelves*bvtriined 
by their Conſeirhces, to expole themſelves to all ſorts of -Calanities, 


| forthe continuance of giving Glory to the” Majeſty of God? Who wall 


be ſerved according to'his Word. O-MTS's : 

If the Doftrine of -your Petitioners were Abominable, if theit Wor- 
ſhip were Scandalons; if they preferred the Creature in” place”of the 
Creator, there might be ſume Reaſon to folhcit your Maje to refuſe 
their Protetion : Bur'all their Crime, and all the Difference between 
thetrs, -and the Catholick Religion, confiſts in this? + '- 4427 7 

That they prefer the Word of God, before the Traditions:of Men: 
Andthe true Worſhip*of that great -God, | who proteſts to-'be jealous of 
his honour, antl that he will not 'yield it Yo-any other) beforethe RE 
Iigions Worſhip of the Creature, DN ON ORSON $1 4 

AllReligion, SIR, toſpeak properly, conſiſts only in Belief, in Pray- 
ers, and in Works: And gour Petitioners beleye and hold the Creed 
of the Holy Apoſtles, We | the Lords Prayer; to be-the Model of thoſe 
which they preſent to-'God, and the Commandments of that God are 
the. Rule and Guidance of their Condu&t and-Converſation. They 
know, and have no need, according roSt. Part, of knowing any other 
but only Jeſs Chriſt, and him crucified. They acknowledge God for 
the only true God, and for him who (ent Jeſus Chriſt 3 for onthis Belief 
it is, that our Lord hath founded Life Eternal. 

Their Enemies make ſtrange [nterpretations of their Opinions , and 
their Worſhip. However, MR, your Petitioners implore the mercy 
of-God....They truſt .in..the incomprehenſible Charity, and _infiryte 
Merits of their adorable Saviour, whom they do embrace with a con- 
ſtant and lively Faith. "They have recourſe, with all humility, to the 
healthful ſaccour and grace of his holy Spirit 3 and to this Trinity 1t 1s, 
that they render their Adoration and Homage, invoking it after the 
fame Form that the Scripture hath preſeribed 1n his Word. They medi- 
tae upon his Wonders. They fing his Praiſes : And they make it their 
.continggl ſtady to liveHolily among, themſelves, Juſtly coward their 
N-t5hbour, Obedient)y toward your Majeſty, and Religiouſly toward 


Go. 
They 


(4) 


They therefore -ſupplicate your Majeſty to be the Judge, Whether 
your Petitioners are unworthy of your Paternal- Goodneſs, and the Ho- 
nour of your Prote&ion;, Whether.they merit to be thrown into that 
extremity of Deſtrution wherein they; are at preſent over-whelm'd, 
ſfiffi-ientiengqugh to movethe Groans ofthe molt in{enſible, ' And laſtly, 
SIR, Whether it be poſſible that they.ſhould live without contiquing 
to allemble-together, t0-render to- God the fervice which they owe 
him. . 

- After all; this, your Petitioners cannot- but pray: to the great God, 
who advances your Throne-above all:the Thrones of the Earth, .to 1n- 
cline your Majeſties heart- roward your Subjects, whoſe Innocengy and 
Allegiance is apparent tothe eyes of the whole World, And ﬀ theſe 
your- poor Peopleſhall yet-not be able'to move the-Cpmpaſiion of their 
Auguſt Monarch, for whom they ſhall always. retain a ſincere Love, 
'and aweful Revereneces; a ſingular Veneration, andinviolable Fidelity. 
They do. proteſt before the Face of that great God for whoſe ſake they 
are:expopſed to ſo much Miſery, That they will reader him Honour and 
Glory un the midſt of/ their moſt terrible Calamities. 

Bur, SIR, your Petitioners hope much better things, from the Natural 
Equity, Goodnefs, and *Piety of your Majeſty.z for which Reaſon, 
they foe themſelves at your Royal Feet; aud mo(t humbly-implore 
your Majeſty, 

, To Recall ll tha Declarations, Decrees, and other Judgments, which 
have reduc'd them to that Deplorable Condition wherein they are, 
and deprivethem not of the Liberty of their Conlciences, and Exerciſe 
of their Religion, by vertue of ſomany ſolemn Edidts, confirmed by fo 
many Declarations granted them by your Majeſty, without whuch it is 
impoſlible for them to live. | 


[ And. your Petitioner ſoalt contiune to pray for the 
Preſervation of Tour Majeſty's Sacred Perſon, your 
Royal Family, and the Honour and Proſperity of 
your Kingdom.) 


LONDON, Printed by George Croom in Thames-ſireet over againſt 
- Baynards-Caoſtle. 1683, | 


